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Dear Consultee, 

Pennington CE Primary School – Proposal to establish a new Special Educational Needs (SEN) Unit for pupils with Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) needs

I am writing to invite your views in respect of a joint proposal between Hampshire County Council and Pennington CE Primary School to create a new special educational needs (SEN) Unit for up to 50 primary pupils with social, emotional and mental health (SEMH) needs, opening in phases from September 2027. This SEN Unit would utilise the site and accommodation at the former Pennington Infant School.

Pennington CE Primary School already successfully supports a number of children with SEMH needs through an established 8-place Resourced Provision on the Primary site.  The proposed SEN Unit will not affect the current SEMH Resourced Provision. It has been identified that there are an increasing number of children in the local area who are being diagnosed with these needs, and we are working towards expanding our offer of support to these children to attend local schools.

The pupils who would attend the new SEN Unit would generally be from the local area. They would have Education Health Care (EHC) plans and require a more specialist environment than can be provided in mainstream classes or the Resourced Provision. They will spend most of their time in the SEN Unit, with opportunities to join mainstream activities where appropriate. The SEN Unit will provide tailored teaching, therapeutic support, and a safe, structured environment to meet complex needs. The Unit would open in phases from September 2027, gradually increasing to 50 places over 3 years.

When places in the SEN Unit are agreed by the Special Educational Needs (SEN) Team, the children would go on roll at Pennington CE Primary School and the school will receive additional resources to ensure that the children’s needs are well supported so that they can be successful. 

The proposal includes reconfiguring the former Infant School building to create specialist classrooms, therapy spaces, and outdoor areas. Capital works will ensure safeguarding and accessibility. IT, furniture, and specialist resources will also be provided. Additional parking and a pick up-drop off area will be created. 

Please note that this consultation relates specifically to the proposal and principle to establish the SEN Unit. Further consultation will be held in relation to planning and building works when details are known and if approved to proceed. 

The governing body of the school are supportive and the Headteacher will work closely with the County Council to ensure all pupils benefit regarding this joint project. 

The Consultation 
The purpose of this consultation is to ask for your views and consult on the development of a SEN Unit for pupils with SEMH needs at Pennington CE Primary School utilising the infant school site from September 2027. It is important to hear your views at this stage so we can consider them as part of the work to be undertaken, should approval be obtained. 

The consultation and decision-making process is outlined below:

· This consultation will run from 9 January to 6 February 2026.
· A report outlining the consultation responses received will then be taken to Executive Member for Education in spring to decide if the proposal should continue to the formal statutory consultation stage.  
· If approved, it is anticipated that a statutory Public Notice would be published in March 2026 setting out Hampshire County Council’s intent to increase the capacity of the school. This is a four-week period in which any representations can be made to The County Council. 
· A final report would then be taken to the Executive Lead Member for Children’s Services / Director of Children’s Services for final approval in spring/summer 2026. 

Further Information
A drop-in session where you will be able to discuss the proposal with Hampshire County Council officers and senior leadership of the school will take place on Wednesday 21 January 2026 3.30pm – 6pm at Pennington CE Primary School.

A website has also been set up with the details of the consultation which includes
some ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ that may address any queries you have. This will go live at 9am on 9 January. To access this website please go to the online address below:
https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/consultations/pennington-ce-primaryschool

If you are unable to attend the drop-in and wish to make a comment, then please write to sendcommissioning@hants.gov.uk by 6 February 2026.

Yours sincerely 
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Claire Campling  
SEN Service Manager 
Children’s Services Department 	
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