Our History Curriculum
	KS1

	⭐ National Events & Significant Historical Commemorations
(Bonfire Night, The Gunpowder Plot, Remembrance Day, World War I mini‑study)
	⭐ Changes Within Living Memory
(Toys: Old and New; Victorian Christmas)

	⭐ Significant Local People
(Mary Anning)
	⭐ Local History & Significant Local Events
(The Titanic)


	By the end of KS1, pupils can:
describe why we remember Bonfire Night and explain the basic events of the Gunpowder Plot
identify features of past celebrations and compare them with celebrations today
explain why Remembrance Day is marked nationally
describe simple stories from World War I (e.g., animals in war, the 1914 Christmas Truce)
identify similarities and differences between life during WWI and life today
use simple sources (photographs, objects, stories) to find out about the past
use chronological language such as before, after, past, present, then, now
	By the end of KS1, pupils can:
sequence objects and events within living memory
describe how toys have changed over time and explain why (materials, technology)
compare Victorian and modern Christmas traditions, identifying things that have changed and stayed the same
ask and answer simple questions about the past using pictures, artefacts, and stories
use everyday historical vocabulary to describe changes (e.g., old, new, modern, past, present)

	By the end of KS1, pupils can:
explain who Mary Anning was and why she is remembered
describe how her discoveries changed what people knew about the natural world
use simple sources such as photographs, drawings, and stories to find out about her life
explain why Mary Anning is significant to our local coastal area
describe what made her a remarkable person (courage, perseverance, curiosity)
compare aspects of her life with their own experiences today

	By the end of KS1, pupils can:
describe what the Titanic was and explain why it is remembered as a significant event
explain the local connections to the Titanic (Southampton, Lymington, Thomas Knowles)
sequence the key events of the Titanic’s maiden voyage
use simple evidence to talk about what happened and why it was important
describe differences between life on board the Titanic and life today


	⭐ Significant Historical Figures
(Grace Darling)
	⭐ Castles and Life in the Past
(Castles through the ages)
	⭐ Changes Beyond Living Memory
(Seaside Holidays in the Past)
	

	By the end of KS1, pupils can:
retell the story of Grace Darling and explain why she is remembered
describe how her bravery helped others and why this made her significant
use pictures, stories, and artefacts to ask and answer questions about her life
identify similarities and differences between her life and life today
explain how individuals’ actions can influence events

	By the end of KS1, pupils can:
identify and describe key features of castles (towers, battlements, drawbridges, keeps)
explain why castles were built and how they provided protection
compare castles from different periods with buildings today
use simple maps, images and models to talk about what castles tell us about the past
understand that some people in the past lived very differently from people today

	By the end of KS1, pupils can:
describe what seaside holidays were like in the Victorian and early 20th century
compare seaside holidays in the past with their own experiences today
identify similarities and differences in clothing, transport, entertainment, and activities
use photographs, postcards, and artefacts to find out about seaside life in the past
explain how holidays have changed over time and suggest reasons for these changes

	




	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Stone Age to Iron Age
How did life change between the Neolithic, Bronze and Iron Ages?
Sequence in the correct order the names used by historians to describe different periods during this time - chronology 
Say what was distinctive about 3 different periods from this time e.g. Bronze Age
Explain what the two biggest changes that developed in Britain during the New Stone Age were and describe the impact on daily life 
Explain the different theories as to why Stonehenge was built
Describe the ways in which life changed during the Iron Age
Explain how we can know so much about a time that happened thousands of years ago.

	Anglo Saxons and Vikings
To understand what happened when the Romans left Britain?
Use sources to understand and explain why the Anglo Saxons moved to Britain
Use sources to identify where the Anglo Saxons settled in Britain when they arrived
Understand what important archeological evidence tells us about the Anglo Saxons – Sutton Hoo
Use sources to find out what life was like in Anglo Saxon Britain
Use sources to understand how life changed with the coming of Christianity to Anglo Saxon England
Use sources to understand about how Anglo Saxon Justice worked
To use a range of sources to decide whether the Vikings were Raiders or Settlers
To use sources to decide how ‘Great’ Alfred was
	Battle of Hastings
Battle of Hastings – why was it a turning point in History?
Pupils learn to ask historical questions
Identify causes and consequences – e.g. Why the Battle of Hastings was fought and why William won
Use sources to answer historical questions and back up their arguments – e.g. when answering questions about the significance of the Battle of Hastings to England
Place events on a timeline and begin to understand how long-ago things happened
Understand the short- and long-term significance of an event
Understand that the author of a source has a viewpoint which affects how they view events

	Local Study – The New Forest in WWII
What was the role of the New Forest in World War II?
Understand why Britain went to war – understand the reasons for and against appeasement
Understand how important different areas in the New Forest were to the war effort using pictures, maps and sources
Understand the importance of D-Day to the allied victory in World War II and the role of the New Forest in the D-Day offensive
Use of a variety of sources to understand the importance of Beaulieu to the war effort
Draw conclusions and justify them with an increasing range of sources and information to identify the most important contribution of the New Forest in World War II



	The Roman Invasion of Britain
What did the Romans do for us?
Explain why Claudius invaded Britain when Caesar didn't stay
Describe how Boudica stood up to the Romans
Explain why we have different interpretations of Boudica today
Describe 4 of the most significant changes the Romans made to how people lived, and how we know for sure
Explain why the Romans were so powerful but then left Britain after nearly 400 years
Describe the main ways in which the Romans still impact on our lives today, 2000 years later

	Ancient Egypt
The achievements of the earliest civilizations- Ancient Egypt
Describe why the first civilisations appeared.
Describe the characteristics of Ancient Egypt.
Explain the significance of those characteristics.
Explain how evidence can be used to make historical claims.
Draw conclusions about the legacy of Ancient Egypt.


	Monarchy over time
How has the role of the monarchy changed over time?
Understand ideas, beliefs, attitudes – What is a monarch, their role – The divine right of kings/democracy
Understand similarity and difference, continuity and change - How the role of the monarchy changed over time.
Identify and describe reasons for and results of, events, situations and changes – Why has the role of the monarchy changed over time?
Discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed – why pictures of our monarchs so important to us in understanding their importance?
Make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends – Compare the different monarchs – and identify when the monarchy was most powerful?
Understand how paintings are used to make historical claims (includes evaluation) – How can we tell how important a monarch has been? -  How trustworthy is the evidence?
	The Ancient Greeks
What did the Ancient Greeks do for us?
To understand how we can use artefacts and maps to find information - how the geography of Greece helps us to understand how Greece became important
Understand the chronology of Ancient Greece, the different periods of Ancient Greece and that it was not one country
Understand the dominance of Athens - Explain why the Battle of Marathon was fought and give reasons for the defeat of Persia.  Identification of Persian weaknesses and Athenian strength.
Understand the importance of Democracy in Ancient Greece
Use sources to find out about the Ancient Greeks – women, theatre and the Olympics
Identify and explain the legacy of the Ancient Greeks on our society


	Local History
Smuggling in the Lymington area
Give reasons why did people smuggle in the 18th and 19th Centuries?
Identify Why it be
came much less of a problem in the late and early 19th centuries?
What can we tell about smuggling from pictures?  Use maps and information researched to identify why Lymington and the surrounding area was so important for smuggling.
Smugglers – Heroes or Villains – write an explanation using evidence from learning
	
	
	Early Islamic Civilisation
A Beacon of Light in the Dark Ages?
Make a judgement on the historical significance of Early Islamic Civilisation using clues and backing up answers with evidence
Identify when/where early Islamic civilization developed.
Explain where/what the House of Wisdom was.
Talk about some areas of science and learning where the Islamic civilization was more advanced than here during that period and name some important Islamic scholars.
Source comparison analysis:  What can we work out about the significance of the early Islamic scholar?
Understands the quest for finding, recording and spreading knowledge from other peoples, places and times, was driven by faith and a culture of openness to ideas new and old wherever they came from.



